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Copernicus

| In Italy

U ————
Portrait of Copernicus by Henryk
Siemiradzki (Roma, 1876). Courtesy of

the Copernican museum, Roma.

Gianfranco De Zotti — INAE, Osservatorio Astronomico di Padova



Glacomo Leopardi on the Copernican revolution

. Its effects will not belong to physics only: for it will upset the
degrees of the dignity of things, and the order of entities;
It will exchange the ends of creatures; and, therefore, it will make a
great upheaval also in metaphysics, indeed in everything that
touches the speculative part of knowledge. And it will result that
humans ... will find themselves to be anything but what they have
been so far, or what they have imagined to be.

Glacomo Leopardi, Il Copernico, Scena 1V (1827)



NICOLAVS COPERNICVS

ASTRONOMVS POLONVS
IN HOC GYMNASIO
MEDICINAE A. 1501 - 1503 STVDVIT
PYTHAGOREOS ILLOS SECVTVS
ROTANTEM TERRAM
SOLEM STANTEM
MENTE VIDIT NVMERISQVE
LIBRO "DE REVOLVTIONIBVS” TESTE

The Copernlcus telescope (182 cm) In A3|ago Clma Ekar
Inaugurated in 1973 in the occasion of the V centenary of
Copernicus birth.

Copernicus’ bust placed in the
Basilica of the Bo Palace in 1976.
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Atti della Giornata Copernicana
nel 450° della pubblicazione dcl. Plaque placed N the Aula Magna In
De Kevolutionibus Orbium Coelestium
10 dicembre 1993 1873, In the occasion of the IV

Cleup centenary of Copernicus’ birth.
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A.D. 1496 - 1500

He was registered as a student of law
but collaborated with professor
Domenico Maria Novara In
mathematical researches and
astronomical observations («non tam
discipulus quam adjutor et testis
observationum doctissimi Viri
Dominici Mariae». Gioacchino
Retico, 1540).




1500: Rome to celebrate
the jubilee. May have
Illustrated his 1deas In the
mansion of cardinal
Alessandro Farnese,
future Pope Paul 111, to
whom the De
Revolutionibus IS

dedicated. T e e
NICOLD COPERNICD SPIFG 1L SU0 SISTEMA DINANEY ALESSANDRD \A £ A SUA CORTE

QUADRO DI ALBERTO GERSON DI VARSAVIA

Engraving by E. Gorazdowski of a painting by Wojciech
Gerson. Astronomical and Copernican Museum, Rome.



Studied medicine. Probably
followed classes together
with Girolamo Fracastoro.

Close link between medicine
and astronomy: astral
Influences believed to govern
the fate of human body. “Ne
medici quidem ipsi ullo in
numero habebantur , nisi
simul astrologi essent”
(Jacopo Facciolati, 1682-
1769)

Map of Padua in the XVI century
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Ferrara state archive: Certificate of doctorate in canon

law received by Nicolaus Copernicus on May 31, 1503.

Deed of the notary Tommaso Meleghini.
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1503. Die ultimo mensis maii. Ferrarie. In epi-
srup;lli p;llmiu sub lodia hor, |)rcsvmihus testi-

bus vocaus et rogatis spectabili viro domino
[oanne Andrea de Lazaris, siculo panormitano,
almi uristarum gymnasii ferrariensis magnifico
rectore, ser Bartholomeo de Silvestris, cive et
notario ferrariensi, Lodovico quondam Baldasa-
ris de Regio, cive ferrariensi, et bidello universi-
tatis wuristarum civitaus Ferrarie et alis.
Venerabilis ac doctissimus vir dominus Nicolaus
Copernich de Prusia, canonicus varmiensis et
scholasticus ecclesie sancte Crucis vrauslavien-
sis, qui studuit Bononie et Padue, fuit approba-
tus In lure canonico, nemine penitus discre-
pante, et doctoratus per pracfatum dominum
Georgium, vicarium antedictum etc.
Promotores fuerunt dominus Philippus Bardella
¢t dominus Antonius Leutus qui e dedit insi-
gnia, cives ferrarienses”



What may have attracted Copernicus to Italy?

« [talian Universities had a very good international reputation. No
problem with language: latin was the universal language of European

scholars.

* Links with Poland were particularly tight: famous saying on the Poles
and Italians: «I luoghi sono ben lontani, ma gli animi son ben vicini»
l.e. “places are far away, but souls are very close” (G.B. Guarini, Il
pastor fido, composed between 1580 and 1583). Bona Sforza became
Queen of Poland in 1518 as the second wife of Sigismund I.

* The cultural climate of Italy was particularly vibrant: it was the
Renaissance period, with flourishing arts and sciences.



Contemporaries to Copernicus (1473-1543)

Ludovico Ariosto (1474 —1533) Francesco Guicciardini (1483 — 1540)
Donato Bramante (1444° — 1514) Girolamo Fracastoro (1478 — 1553)
Sandro Botticelli (1445 — 1510) Niccolo Machiavelli (1469 —1527)
Michelangelo Buonarroti (1475 — 1564) Pietro Perugino (1450 — 1523)
Cristoforo Colombo (1447 — 1506) Raffaello Sanzio (1483 — 1520)
Leonardo da Vinci (1452 — 1519) Tiziano Vecellio (1488 — 1576)
Giorgione (14787 — 1510)
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Aldus Manutius, \enetian humanist Sophocles, Tragaediae septem cum commentariis, 1502,

published by Aldo Manuzio (Biblioteca Universitaria di

and famous printer of Latin and Greek
books.




Credibile est hisce similibus causis Philolaum
mobilitate terrae sensisse, quod etiam nonnulli
Aristarchum Samium ferunt in eadem fuisse
sententia.

Manuscript of De Revolutionibus Orbius Coelestium.
Not included in printed version.

Aristarchus of Samos (c. 310 — ¢. 230 BC)
Identified the "central fire" with the Sun and
put the other planets in their correct order of ENGS——
distance around the Sun. His astronomical ideas  ppijojays’ Or (c. 470 —
were often rejected in favor of the geocentric 385 BC) cosmology (D.W.
theories of Aristotle (384-322 BC) and Ptolemy Graham, Arch. Hist. Exact Sci.
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